
	

	

FASEA’s Existing Adviser Qualifications Pathway 

Existing 
adviser† 

Hold an approved 
degree 

No degree at bachelor 
level or higher 

Hold degree in a 
relevant discipline†† 

Hold degree in a 
unrelated discipline 

Need to 
complete at 
least a 
graduate 
diploma in 
financial 
planning by 
2024 
 

†Existing advisers are broadly those who provided advice at any time between January 1, 2016 and January 1, 2019 and are not disqualified. 
††Relevant disciplines include financial planning, accounting, tax law, finance law, finance, business law, investment, estate law, banking and economics. 
*At this point in time FASEA have not approved any bridging courses. As FASEA gives more guidance to education providers, such courses will be developed and approved. 
 
 
The information contained in this publication is based on the understanding knowIT Group Pty Ltd ABN 27755976705 AFSL 333649 has of the Financial Adviser Standards and Ethics Authority’s guidance as at January 15, 2019 
 

By 2024 complete a 
one-subject bridging 
course* on the new 
code of ethics 

For entrants who do not have an undergraduate qualification of at least a bachelor degree, the common pathway is to first enrol 
in, and complete, a four-subject graduate certificate in financial planning. These four subjects then commonly count towards a 
graduate diploma which can be obtained by completing a further four subjects (eight subjects in total). The entry requirements 
for a graduate certificate depend on the provider’s policies.  
 
FASEA’s policy provides entrants who have completed an advanced diploma in financial planning 2 subjects’ worth of credit. 
Furthermore, FASEA-approved coursework to achieve a professional designation can entitle the entrant to up to 2 more 
subjects’ worth of credit. These credits may reduce the graduate diploma from 8 subjects to as few as 4. 
 

For entrants who have an unrelated undergraduate degree of at least a bachelor degree, direct enrolment in a graduate 
diploma of financial planning should generally be possible.  
 
FASEA’s policy automatically applies one subject’s credit for the unrelated degree, reducing the graduate diploma to 7 subjects. 
FASEA’s policy also provides entrants who have completed an advanced diploma in financial planning 2 subjects’ worth of credit. 
Furthermore, FASEA-approved coursework to achieve a professional designation can entitle the entrant to up to 2 more 
subjects’ worth of credit, as can the completion of at least 4 units of related study in the unrelated degree. These credits may 
reduce the graduate diploma to as little as 1 subject. 
 By 2024 complete a 

three-subject 
bridging course* on 
the new code of 
ethics, the 
Corporations Act and 
behavioural finance 
plus one course 
subject 

Under FASEA’s policy, a relevant degree gives the entrant 4 subjects’ worth of credit towards the graduate diploma. This 
leaves 4 subjects of a graduate diploma to complete. FASEA’s policy also provides entrants who have completed an 
advanced diploma in financial planning 2 subjects’ worth of credit. Furthermore, FASEA-approved coursework to achieve a 
professional designation can entitle the entrant to up to 2 more subjects’ worth of credit.  
 
These credits may reduce the graduate diploma to as little as 1 subject. The ethics subject cannot be completed using these 
credits. 
 


