
	

	

FASEA’s Existing Adviser Qualifications Pathway: Proposed Guidance 

Existing 
adviser† 

Hold qualification on 
FPEC list 

No degree at bachelor 
level or higher 

Hold degree in a 
related discipline†† 

Hold degree in a 
unrelated discipline 

Need to 
complete at 
least a 
graduate 
diploma in 
financial 
planning by 
2024** 
 

†Existing advisers are broadly those who provided advice at any time between January 1, 2016 and January 1, 2019 and are not disqualified. 
††Related disciplines include accounting, finance, financial services, economics, tax or law as well as non-FPEC listed financial planning qualifications. 
*At this point in time FASEA have not approved any bridging courses. As FASEA gives more guidance to education providers, such courses will be developed and approved. 
**Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) may be available for previously completed study relating to post-graduate studies or courses to obtain designations. 
 
The information contained in this publication is based on the understanding knowIT Group Pty Ltd ABN 27755976705 AFSL 333649 has of the Financial Adviser Standards and Ethics Authority’s guidance as at March 20, 2018.. 
 

By 2024 complete a 
one-subject bridging 
course* on the new 
code of ethics 

For entrants who do not have an undergraduate qualification of at least a bachelor degree, the common pathway is to first enrol 
in, and complete, a four-subject graduate certificate in financial planning. These four subjects then commonly count towards a 
graduate diploma which can be obtained by completing a further four subjects (eight subjects in total). The entry requirements 
for a graduate certificate depend on the provider’s policies. In some cases, industry experience may be enough, however 
frequently this needs to be accompanied by a relevant diploma or advanced diploma. As such, the first step in many instances 
will be ensuring the necessary diploma or advanced diploma qualification is obtained in order to gain entry to a graduate 
certificate.  
 

For entrants who have an unrelated undergraduate degree of at least a bachelor degree, direct enrolment in a graduate 
diploma of financial planning should generally be possible. Furthermore, FASEA expect a higher portion of the qualification 
should be able to be completed by recognition of prior learning as compared to those with no degree. 
 

Also hold a 
postgraduate 

qualification in a related 
discipline†† 

By 2024 complete a 
three-subject 
bridging course* on 
the new code of 
ethics, the 
Corporations Act and 
behavioural finance 


